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• 2009 The Thinkers 50
• Adviser to the International Monetary Fund
• Distinguished Professor of Risk Engineering, New York University Polytechnic Institute
• Twenty years as a senior derivatives trader with financial institutions, including Credit Suisse,   
   UBS, BNP-Paribas in New York and London, as well as a pit trader in Chicago
• MBA, Wharton School, PhD, MS, BS, University of Paris

Nassim Nicholas Taleb has devoted his life to 
immersing himself in problems of luck, randomness, 
human error, probability, and the philosophy of 
knowledge. He transformed his interests into three 
successful careers - as a businessman-trader, a 
philosophical essayist, and an academic researcher.

Although he spends most of his time as a flâneur, 
meditating in cafés across the planet, he is currently 
Distinguished Professor at New York University's 
Polytechnic Institute.

His books, Fooled by Randomness and The Black 
Swan have been published in 31 languages with 
more than 3 million copies in print. The Black Swan 
idea is currently inspiring research papers in 
philosophy, statistics, psychology, economics, 
medical research, epidemiology, political science, 
and engineering.

Taleb specializes in uncertainty and errors in human 
knowledge, teaching us how to deal with, and 
benefit from, unpredictability.

He is one of the few people who can both walk the 
walk and talk the talk. He both predicted the 
economic crisis that started in 2008 and made a 
personal fortune out of it.
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