
• info@LondonSpeakerBureauAsia.my  •  +603 2301 0988  •  LondonSpeakerBureauAsia.com  •  The world’s leading speaker and advisory network 

Dr. Atiur Rahman is a Professor of Department of 
Development Studies, University of Dhaka. Dr. Rahman 
served as the Governor of Central Bank of Bangladesh 
during the period of May 2009-March 2016.
 
Dr. Rahman popularly known as the ‘Poor Peoples’ 
Economist’ and a Green Governor is a many times 
awarded central bank governor with a human face. Son 
of a marginal farmer and a life-long campaigner Dr. 
Rahman has demonstrated his commitment for 
empowering the poor and the disadvantaged both as a 
teacher and a regulator.
 
The de�ning feature of his tenure as the Governor of the 
central bank of Bangladesh was his decisive drive 
reorienting the institutional objectives and ethos to 
support a pro-poor, inclusive and sustainable 
development model through his �agship initiatives of 
�nancial inclusion and environmentally benign banking.

He made signi�cant contribution in the 3GF conference, 
Rio+20, COP18 and MDG Global Compact international 
negotiations linking sustainability and socio-economic 
development goals as a member/panelist of Bangladesh 
delegation. He was also a member of the UNEP Enquiry 
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designing ‘global sustainable �nancing’. Under his 
dynamic leadership, Bangladesh Bank was awarded the 
‘Best Employer of the Year 2014’ by Bdjobs.com (the 
largest online job portal in Bangladesh).

After obtaining M.A. in Economics from Dhaka University, 
he pursued studies in the School of Oriental and African 
Studies (SOAS), University of London under a 
Commonwealth Scholarship, securing M.A. and Ph.D. in 
Economics (1983). He was also awarded a 
Commonwealth Development Fellowship at the 
University of Manitoba in Canada (1989), and a Ford 
Foundation Post Doctoral Fellowship at The University of 
London (1991-92)
 
He has published 56 books in English and Bengali, 
besides, numerous papers in national and international 
journals. He is currently devoting his time in inspiring his 
students at the Dhaka University about how to overcome 
the multifaceted challenges of development. In addition, 
he is travelling around the world advocating inclusive 
sustainable development, green �nance movement and 
promoting peace building through participatory 
development.
 

Governor of the Central Bank of Bangladesh (2009 - 2016).
‘The Best Central Bank Governor Asia and Paci�c, 2015’, awarded by
the Banker (of the Financial Times).
‘The Central Bank governor of the Year for Asia 2015’, awarded by the
Emerging Markets (of the Euromoney).
Member of the Advisory Board of the UNEP Inquiry on Designing
‘Global Sustainable Finance’.
Indira Ghandhi Gold Plaque 2011 for his outstanding contribution
towards human progress.
Professor Department of Development Studies, Dhaka University.
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